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Translated into syllabics by the Eskimo Translation Service of 
the Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources, 


Ottawa. 
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FISHERIES RESEARCH BOARD OF CANADA 


ARCTIC UNIT 


Montreal, Que. 
CIRCULAR No. 3 
JAK —- AIVIT — WALRUS 


by 


A.W. Mansfield 06114. 


May, 1960 


This’book has been: written for you, the Eskimos. It shows y 
how the best Eskimo hunters work and tells you why walrus @ 
always be hunted carefully. 

When you hove read it, help the white man to find out r 


about the walrus by writing down information atthe end of the 
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A long time ago there were many 


walrus in the north. 
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During the summer. the Eskimos killed them with harpoons | 


_ and spears from their kayoks. 
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Then when the sea froze the hunters were able to cross. 


the ice by sledge and kill the walrus as they came up to : 


breathe. 
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These methods were dangerous and the Eskimos were glad t 
use the rifles and cartridges which the white men brought. 
The white men come to look for whales and when th 


had killed all that they could find, they began to hunt watir 


for their skins and ivory. 
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Then the Eskimos began to kill more walrus than they could ust 
for they wanted to trade the skins and ivory to the white 
for more rifles and ammunition. 
Soon there were few walrus left in the places whert 


the white mens boats could come in summer. 
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The Eskimos also began to trode fox furs to the white men 
They now had to use bigger ‘dog teams to help set out th 


traps in winter, and ‘more meat was needed to feed the 


extra dogs. 
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Now that the need for meat 
is so great, itis important 


that every walrus killed 


should be used as completely 


as possible. 
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squareflippers or twelve 


ringed seals. 
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At some places walrus haul out onthe same rocks € 
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The wise hunters say that if walrus are killed on these 
sks, or too close to them in the water, then the other 


lrus will never come back again. 
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The best hunters separate 


off a smoll group of wairus 
from those in the water 
near the rocks and then 
kill only as many as 


they can take. 
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method of killing is important so that no walrus are lost. 
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When the water is deep only the best 
hunters should shoot the walrus. 
Each man should pick only 


one animal to kill. 
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netimes too many hunters shoot, killing and wounding 


re animals than can be harpooned. 
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It is important to remember that a walrus should never be k 


unless a harpoon and float are ready . Otherwise the me 


will sink and several weeks food Supply for.a family anc 


dogs will be lost. 
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sats do not carry enough harpoons, floats and strong 


line, and this is why many walrus are lost. 
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When the water is shallow the walrus can be shot quickly | 
without harpooning. They can then be hooked off the 


bottom. 
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All boats should therefore carry a sharp hook 


and enough rope to do this. 
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here walrus are found on the ice floes, many can often 


e killed before they go into the water. This is good. 
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When some escape into the water only those which can be 
harpooned should be shot. Otherwise some wounded 


walrus will escape from the hunters and eventually die. 
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In Greenland and at Cape Dorset walrus are harpooned 


before they are shot, and so none are lost by sinking. 


This is the. best way to hunt. 
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There are some interesting things about the walrus which the 
Eskimos might like to know. 


We have found out how to tell the age of a walrus 


by looking at the teeth. Every year a little layer is formed 


around each footh making it bigger as the animal grows — 
older. 
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ln we cut the tooth across it is possible to see the number of 


layers of bone and this tells us the age of the walrus. 
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We know that some walrus 
may live as long as 35 
years. 
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When we look at the testis of the male, or the ovaries and uterus 


of the female, we can also see whether the animalis ready to 


mate or not. 


Males and females mate when six or seven years old 


Only a few Eskimos have seen mating which occurs on the ice it 
April and May. 
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Because each male can mate with many females Eskimos 
should kill the males, especially the big ones, and spare 


the females. 
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The embryo grows for a year and is born usually in May. 


Then it is as big as a ringed seal. 
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The calf remains with its mother for two years and lives on her 
milk. If the mother is killed the calf will usually die as wel 
Therefore you should never kill females with young if af 


all possible. 
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born once every 


e years. 
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The best Eskimo hunters will remember the following things ; 


/ 


Never kill walrus on the land. : 
Only one or two men should shoot walrus which are swimmir 


Shoot only the walrus which you can harpoon. 


Always carry enough harpoons, floats and line, and - 


Kill big males, 


Never kill females if you can avoid doing so, especially th 
with calves. 


Harpoon walrus before you shoot them if it is possible to do 
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We know many of the things about 
the walrus because Eskimos 
have helped to collect 

lower Jaw bones 


for us. 
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We would like every hunter to take the jaw bones he gets 
to the trader or policeman who: will give him credit for 
each jaw bone received. 

The hunter should tell the trader or policeman 


where each walrus was killed and when. 
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Some Eskimos collect part of the testis of the male and both the 
ovaries of the female for us and put them in special pots. 

Each Eskimo who does this should remember to write down in 
the Eskimo language the place where the walrus was killed and 


also the date. The piece of paper should then be put in the pot. 
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We would like to know how many walrus are killed each year 
and where they are killed. 

The captain of each boat could help us by writing down 
in Eskimo language these things. Then he could show the 


information to the trader or policeman who will send it to us. 
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The responsible authority at each settlement is requested to 
collect the data from these forms. 
Information may be summarised in letter form, or the 
pages may be removed from the books and sent together. 
lf Eskimos wish to keep their diaries intact, the books 
may also be sent to us for copying. They will be returned 


as quickly as possible. 


Our address is: Fisheries Research Board of Canada, 
Arctic Unit, 
505 Pine Ave. West, 
Montreal 18, Que. 


Number 
PFA ahDbn 


This book has been specially written for the Eskimo 

inhabitants of the Canadian Arctic and is a first attempt 

to stress the more obvious principles of walrus conservation. 
In some areas of the north where walrus are scarce 

the hunt is regulated by the white men, and these people 

can demonstrate in the most effective way the best hunting 

practices to serve as an example to the native population. 
Every attempt should be made to utilise in full this 


most valuable and important resource of the northern seas. 
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